THE  UNITED  STATES                                    507
and carpet wools, which form the bulk of the Imports (brought
mainly to Philadelphia and New York), from China and Asia
Minor.
This group of states also ranks first in the manufacture of boots
and shoes, producing in 1933 over one-third of those made in the
country. The early tanners and shoemakers settled here, as
grazing was an important pursuit, and large quantities of oak and
hemlock could also be obtained for tanning. In the manufacture of
leather New England has failed to retain its supremacy, but boots
and shoes are still made by machinery where they were so long made
by hand. As steam-power had been introduced before the change
in manufacturing methods, the location of towns engaged in this
industry was not determined b}^ the proximity of water-power ; and
Brockton, Lynn, and Haverhill are mainly indebted to their position
within easy reach of Boston, the market both for the leather and the
manufactured product.
Though New England now produces little ore, the momen-
tum wMch the iron industry acquired there in colonial times
has enabled it to retain a leading place in the manufacture of
special kinds of iron goods. Connecticut makes large quantities
of brassware, chiefly at the town of Waterbury, and ammuni-
tion works, which use brass to a considerable extent, are localized
in Massachusetts and Connecticut. Textile machinery, as might
be expected, is made in these states and in Rhode Island; and
cutlery and hardware of all kinds are produced in the
Connecticut valley and in the western parts of the state of
that name.
As a result of the proximity of suitable timber, especially in the
northern part of the region, the facilities for obtaining water-power,
and the plentiful supplies of pure water, the manufacture of wood-
pulp and paper takes a high place in this group of states, which
accounts for about one-fourth of the total output. Massachusetts
and Maine are the leading paper states in New England, and the
first of these produces according to value over one-third of the fine
paper made in the United States.
THE MIDDLE APPALACHIAN REGION. The states of New York,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia,
together with the eastern part of Ohio, have a strong claim to be
treated as a separate region. Their area is less than one-twentieth